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LESSON# 4: Jesus Feeds the Multitudes (Matthew 14:13-21)

LESSON SERIES OBJECTIVE: students learn that the Lord’s Supper is not an isolated event but the culmination of Jesus’ life and ministry. Linking the sacrament to Jesus’ miracles illustrates that Jesus meets us where we are and sustains us in the large and ordinary aspects of life. 

KEY IDEA OF THIS LESSON: Jesus takes what little we have and multiplies it and uses it to care for us, and the world. The bread and cup of Communion is enough to feed our hearts and spirits.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:

· Students participate in the “multiplication” of bread and fish (crackers) and embody Jesus’ miracle as the disciples did.

· Students continue to practice the Words of Institution

· Students continue to work on the Communion cloth

BACKGROUND/CONTEXT OF THE BIBLE STORY 

· Today’s narrative is the one miracle that appears in all four gospels. Become familiar with the enclosed Words of Institution (or those used by the Minister of your church), and be comfortable handling the bread and cup in a manner similar to how they are handled during The Lord’s Supper.

· During today’s lesson the scene from the DVD Jesus stages feeding the multitudes. It lasts about 2 minutes.

SUMMARY: This narrative is replicated six times in the four Gospels. In Matthew Jesus has become known as a healer of individuals. His preaching and teaching gather crowds. But this is Matthew’s first recording of Jesus delivering a miracle to/feeding the masses. He first tells his disciples to “give them something to eat.” But for all Jesus has empowered them to do, they don’t see a way. So from impoverishment—five loaves and two fish, Jesus brings about abundance and makes it possible for the disciples to participate in and view the miracle “up close.”  Years later as they shared the final Passover meal with Jesus, his disciples would witness again and perhaps remember how he “took…gave thanks…and broke” (NIrV) the bread on that hillside. Then as always, whether in the wilderness or our houses of worship, those who follow and rely on Jesus “ate and were satisfied.” (v 20)

All four gospels connect the narrative of Jesus’ ministry with an account of John the Baptist. He is Jesus’ relative and the one called by God to prepare the way for, and baptize, Jesus himself, thus commissioning the Messiah for public ministry. 

· In chapters 8-9 Jesus is known as a great healer of marginalized people. Jesus always healed in response to a person’s faith or the faith of her/his friends. Jesus prepares to send out his disciples on missions of their own. 

· In chapter 10:1, 7-13, Jesus empowers his disciples and sends them out to: ”preach…heal…bring those who are dead back to life…and drive out demons.” The disciples’ tell “the good news of the kingdom” and demonstrate it, also.

· In chapter 11 John is in prison. In chapter 14 his terrible execution is carried out and the news comes to Jesus. Taking a boat to a “quiet place” Jesus is alone with God for an undisclosed period of time, perhaps many days. Meanwhile those who need Jesus’ healing leave their homes to seek him out. Putting aside his own grief he “felt deep concern” for the people and healed the sick.

· In chapter 14 the people come into the wilderness to follow Jesus after he comes ashore. Areas beyond village or city walls were considered places of chaos, so people did not normally expect to eat there. But the wilderness is where God met peoples’ needs. Counting women and children there were probably closer to 20,000 people who were fed. 

Galileans’ consumed bread and fish on a daily basis. 

Having fed 20,000 people, having 12 baskets of leftovers means that there was absolutely no waste.  

ROOM ARRANGEMENT

· Long tables in an “L” shape; one has chairs surrounding it, the other along the window wall holds lesson props and materials.

· Lord’s Supper backdrop on a short wall across the room from the long tables

· Space in front of the backdrop is cleared

· DVD/TV monitor is plugged in by the windows

MATERIALS NEEDED

· Peel-off name tags (optional) “From so little…so much”
· Small round loaf of bread or roll on a plate plus a cup and pitcher of grape juice

· Class Bibles

· TV monitor with DVD of Jesus Movie 1979…set to Scene 25; 

· Words of Institution posted

· 1 loaf of white bread, sliced

· 30 oz of fish crackers and a very large bowl

· One individual package of fish crackers

· Gallon and quart-sized zip lock baggies and labels

· Large paper cups

· Words to The Lord’s Prayer printed and displayed on the white board

· Newsprint

· Prayer sheet for each student, including questions:  How do you think Jesus might start the prayer?  What might he have said about all the people…where they were…what they needed…what he wanted his disciples to learn…what he wanted the people to know about God…anything else you can think of

ASSEMBLE: Welcome and Review

· Name tags: As students fill them out… Ask: who remembers the miracle lessons we’ve experienced so far? [Manna from Heaven, Cast Your Nets, Turning water into wine] Ask who shared last week’s miracle lesson with their family.

· Point to the word SACRAMENT. ASK: Who remembers why sacraments are important? [Christians get baptized because Jesus was baptized. We celebrate Communion/The Lord’s Supper because Jesus told us to.  We understand baptism to be the way we are invited into God’s church family. Communion is how God nourishes us for the work we need to do on God’s behalf.]

· Point to the word HOSPITALITY: Ask: Who remembers what this word means? [[welcoming, and generous treatment offered to guests or strangers] 
· Talk about what is planned for Communion in May: Interested students will be invited to come forward and be the first to receive Communion. Then they may “shadow” one of the Communion servers. This is voluntary; students are welcome to receive Communion with their families.

THE BREAD AND CUP: The Words of Institution 

· Place the bread and cup in front of you. Remind students that the church celebrates the Lord’s Supper to remember all Jesus has done for us. 

· Invite students to enact the Words of Institution. They can read the words from the posted sheet if they need to.

Students bring their Bibles and move to area in front of the Lord’s Supper backdrop
SAY: Let’s imagine that we are Jesus’ disciples. We’re getting ready to celebrate the Passover meal with our Lord. We might remember all the experiences we’ve shared with Jesus, like the lesson for today. 
BIBLE STORY-Jesus Feeds the Multitudes

· Distribute Bibles. Explain that today’s miracle is the only one told in all four gospels.

· Turn to the first page of Matthew and discuss the background info.

· Scan headlines and subheadings of Matthew chapters 3-4, 8-11, 14. Note:

· John was Jesus’ relative, who baptized Jesus (Ch. 3-4)

· Jesus healed people (Ch. 8-9)

· Jesus sent his disciples out to heal and save (Ch. 10)

· John in prison, then is executed (Ch. 11, 14)

· Invite students to take turns reading Matthew 14:12-13a 

· ASK: Have you experienced the death of anyone that you really loved? 

· What did you do? Were you really sad? Were people in your family sad? Did people do different things because the person died?

· ASK: Since John was so special to Jesus, what do you think he might have done when he went away by himself? [prayed…what might he have said to God?]

· Jesus might have been gone for many days.

· Talk about how much Jesus must have loved God; even though Jesus was grieving John’s death, he “felt deep concern” for the people who needed to be healed.

· Invite students to read v 15-21 Remind students that this story happens in the wilderness Like the first miracle-manna/quail. The nearest towns might be many miles away, it was getting dark, and the people were on foot. 

· PLAY THE VIDEO.

· DISCUSS: the words of prayer that Jesus spoke…where have you heard those words before? [the video of the Lord’s Supper… Blessed art Thou, O God, King of the Universe…”]

Students return to long table

HOW MANY MOUTHS CAN WE FEED?

· Distribute a slice of bread to each student. Explain that we want to see how many mouths we can feed with this bread…only we’ll be feeding it to the birds! 

· Have students tear the slice into pieces for the birds. Then tally the total number of pieces of bread on the board.

· REMIND STUDENTS…we took a slice of bread and broke it into lots of pieces. But it’s still the same amount of bread! How is this different from what Jesus did? [He took a small amount of bread and truly multiplied it—the bread became abundant so there was plenty for everyone!]

· Next, tally up the number of bread slices remaining, and estimate how many slices we can have for the birds.  

· Give students time to tear up the rest of the bread.

· Distribute quart sized zip lock bags with labels of the Bible story. Have students fill the bags with the bread pieces. They can take one bag home and share the other bag with someone in the congregation.

SNACKS/How many fish? 

· SAY: Let’s pretend that the two fish weighed (about) one pound each, for a total of 2+ pounds or 30 oz.

· Show the box of fish crackers. Invite one of the students to pray before serving the snack

· Take the individual bag of fish crackers. Open the package and count the number of fish crackers in the package.  Then compute the number of crackers in the large box.

· Pour the crackers into a large bowl. Invite each student to take some for snack.

· As students snack, ASK what they will remember most about this miracle. Write their ideas on the white board or paper and post on the wall.

· Using paper cups, fill the snack-sized zip lock bags (with labels) with the crackers. Students may take 2 bags home with them. Encourage students to share the miracle story with their family.

· The rest will be put out on the table during fellowship hour so the congregation can share in our lesson.

COMMUNION CLOTH/BANNER/PARAMENT DESIGN: Doing something special to remember Jesus

· Distribute plain paper and give students a few minutes to sketch a picture of what they want to remember of the day’s lessons. Make picture story books available for reference.

· Distribute transfer paper and invite students to replicate their drawings

· Have students put their names on their papers. Collect student’s pictures and put away for safe keeping

CLOSING: Helping students hold on to what they have read, seen and done today
ASK for students’ feedback on the lesson: Record and post their comments

· How does today’s miracle help them understand the Lord’s Supper? 

· What did they like best about the lesson?

· Encourage students to remember this miracle the next time they think about the Lord’s Supper. 

· Preview next week’s lesson. Let students know that it will be our last lesson. The students will write a brief statement about what they’ve learned about Jesus and the Lord’s Supper.

· Offer a closing prayer.

6

