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Lesson # 3: Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-12)
LESSON SERIES OBJECTIVE: Students learn that the Lord’s Supper is not an isolated event but the culmination of Jesus’ life and ministry. Linking the sacrament to Jesus’ miracles illustrates that Jesus meets us where we are and sustains us in the large and ordinary aspects of life. 

KEY IDEA OF THIS LESSON: Jesus calls people to care for one another. Jesus transforms believers from ordinary vocations to pathways that can change lives and the world.

LESSON OBJECTIVES:

· Students step into the role of servants in the Bible story, to recognize that ordinary people obeyed Jesus and witnessed Jesus’ miracle up close.

· Students continue to practice the Words of Institution

· Students continue to work on the Communion cloth/banner/parament

· NOTE: The lesson lends itself to visuals like felt-board pieces
BACKGROUND/CONTEXT OF THE BIBLE STORY 
Today’s narrative introduces a miracle that takes place at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. Become familiar with the enclosed Words of Institution (or those used by the Minister of your church), and be comfortable handling the bread and cup in a manner similar to how they are handled during The Lord’s Supper.

· During today’s lesson the scene from the YouTube video Jesus helps students imagine a celebration that involves the entire village.

SUMMARY: This narrative involves a sign (John’s term for “miracle”), identified as Jesus’ first. He is brand new at this formal ministry business. 

· While this miracle makes the hosts look good, it is the “unseen” servants--the lowliest people—who are called to participate in and view the miracle “up close.” Jesus’ newly-called disciples witnessed the miracle and “put their faith in him” (v 11). Years later as the disciples shared the final Passover meal with Jesus, his love for them and their mix of faith and frailty certainly mirrors the church today.

· In John 1:33-51 Jesus calls his first four disciples over a two-day period. “On the third day” (2:1) they attend the wedding. So Jesus is still a brand new presence in their lives and things are happening quickly. 

· Cana was a small peasant village in the hills, a nine-mile walk north-by-northwest from Nazareth, Jesus’ hometown. A wedding festival would be a huge week-long event involving the entire village, plus guests from the outside. Ancient Jewish tradition dictated a couple’s engagement, arranged by the fathers, was to last a full year.  The bride’s family needed time to gather the funds for a dowry (amount paid to the bridegroom) and the groom’s family needed time to gather the funds to pay for the week-long wedding banquet, making sure there will be plenty of food and wine. 

· Wine was a cash crop; the poor drank very little and ate meat even less frequently. However, at weddings or other family celebrations, family and friends would have very high expectations and any shortcomings would not be forgotten. Scripture tells us that wine is the beverage of festive celebration in the ancient world. 

· How would a crowd of merry-makers react to Jesus’ wedding miracle? We’ll never know because it doesn’t become public knowledge. Only the servants, Jesus’ mother, the wine steward and the disciples recognize that a miracle has occurred. We are invited to imagine how each of these people, including Jesus, might come to terms with this new reality.

ROOM ARRANGEMENT

· Long tables in an “L” shape; one has chairs surrounding it, the other along the window wall holds lesson props and materials. 

· Lord’s Supper backdrop on a short wall across the room from the long tables. 

· Props for miracle lesson are near the backdrop. 

· Space in front of the backdrop is cleared

MATERIALS NEEDED

· Peel-off name tags (optional) with “Water Into Wine”
· Small round loaf of bread or roll on a plate plus a cup and pitcher of grape juice

· Class Bibles

· Gallon-sized jugs of water-1 per student

· Fabric underlayment simulating the village, and felt movable figures

· Laptop or DVD Player with YouTube video of Jesus Movie 1979…a 45-second segment to help students get a feel for the village setting

· Small individual water bottles labeled with the day’s miracle

· A glass of water and red food coloring

· Yogurt covered raisins, chopped dates and water.

· Painted picture of a large jar, taped to the wall in the corner by the white board

ASSEMBLE: Welcome, review and preview

· Name tags & attendance sheet: As students fill them out… Ask: who remembers the miracle lessons from last month? [Bitter water becomes sweet/Manna from Heaven, Cast Your Nets] Ask who shared the last miracle story with their family

· Talk about what is planned for Communion the month following the classes: Interested students will be invited to come forward and be the first to receive Communion. Then they may “shadow” one of the Communion servers. This is voluntary; students are welcome to receive Communion with their families.

THE BREAD AND CUP: The Words of Institution

· Place the bread and cup on the table in front of you.

· While handling the bread and cup, repeat the Words of Institution, line by line; after each line the students repeat the words.

· Invite students to enact the Words of Institution. They can read the words from a printed sheet if they need to.

· Students bring their Bibles and move to area in front of the Lord’s Supper backdrop

SAY: Remember that we imagine that we are Jesus’ disciples. We’re getting ready to celebrate the Passover meal with our Lord. We think back on the experiences we’ve shared with Jesus, like the miracle of today’s lesson. 

BIBLE STORY: The Wedding at Cana

· Distribute Bibles. 

· Turn to the first page of John and discuss the background info. 

· Scan headlines of John Chapter 1. 

· Note: John the Baptist is already known. In v 26-31 he introduces Jesus, whom you do not know. 

· In v 35 and 43 Jesus chooses the first disciples over two days

· Turn to Ch 2 which also begins with the words “The next day.” In other words, things were happening quickly for Jesus!

· SAY: Today we have a chance to “visualize” the story. Put down the underlayment, groom’s house and other furnishings (see photo)

· Invite students to take turns reading Chapter 2: 1-11. Invite them to add figures to the underlayment as the story progresses. 

After the story is read, ASK:

· WHO does the Bible say was there? Have students go through the narrative and name the players. 

· EXPLAIN: Actually, the entire village is at the party! A wedding would be the biggest event of the year in the village. (add additional felt board figures) Planning would begin a year in advance. The groom’s family has had all that time to save up the money to buy and make the food for the banquet…which lasts a week! 

· Place additional figures on the underlayment

· Play the YouTube Jesus The Movie, 1979… about 45 seconds--just long enough to give students an idea of the setting and crowd.

· Students return to long table. Teacher offers plate of dried fruit like that served at the wedding banquet. Discuss the story.

ENACT THE BIBLE STORY
· As students take their seats invite one of them to pray before serving the snack.

· Distribute Part I of the script.  Students assume roles of Mary, Jesus, servant and disciples.  

· After Jesus tells the servant to fill the jars with water, stop the action.

· SAY: Jesus tells the servants to fill the jars with water… then he returns to the party…But what does the Bible NOT tell us???  Where will the water come from??? The town well, a local spring? How far must the servants go to get the water? How long will it take them to fill the 6 jars?
· Now all students become servants. Uncover the gallon jugs of water in the corner of the room. Have students come and pick up a jug and carry it to the picture of the large jar on the wall in the other corner of the room. It will take 20 gallons to fill each jar, and there are 6 jars. Each servant will need to make a lot of trips.
· While the servants are hauling the water…ASK: What would the servants be thinking while they were hauling all this water? “Why are we hauling water when it’s wine that’s needed?”

· After each student makes several trips, invite students to return to the table. Distribute Part II of the script and the role playing continues. Name someone to be the wine steward.

· At the end of the script, ASK:

· So what is the miracle? [water turned into fine wine]

· What else? [We can assume that God kept everyone’s cup full while the servants were filling the water jars. If one person’s cup had become empty, the person would have requested more wine, and the secret would be out of the bag]

DISCUSS: 

· Everyone is impressed with the quality of the wine. 

· But what do you think the servants talked about as they cleaned up after the banquet? 

· What do you think the disciples talked about as they left Cana for Capernaum with Jesus and his mother (Ch 3:1). 

· Jesus’ brothers are on this journey; how might they have reacted to the news? 

· What do students think about the difference this miracle will it make in the lives of the servants, the disciples and Jesus? 

COMMUNION CLOTH/BANNER/PARAMENT DESIGN: Doing something special to remember Jesus

· Distribute plain paper and give students a few minutes to sketch a picture of what they want to remember any of the miracles to date. 

· Distribute transfer paper. Have students replicate one of their pictures.

· Have students put their names on their papers. Collect student’s pictures and put away for safe keeping

CLOSING: Helping students hold on to what they have read, seen and done today

· Encourage students to remember this miracle the next time they think about the Lord’s Supper.

· Show glass of water and red food coloring ASK: was the miracle just about turning the water red? NO—the miracle was real and it saved the day.

· Distribute specially labeled individual water bottles to students. Point out the label (see attached). Encourage students to show the bottle to their family and share the miracle story
· Report that the gallon water jugs will be donated to the food bank.

· ASK for students’ feedback on the lesson: Record and post their comments

· What will they remember most about this miracle? 

· How does it help them appreciate the Lord’s Supper? 

· What did they like best about the lesson?

· Preview next week’s lesson

· Offer a closing prayer.

 Jesus Changes Water Into Wine: part I
NARRATOR: On the third day there was a wedding. It took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 

MARY: Son, there’s an awful problem. They have no more wine.

JESUS:  "Dear woman, why do you bring me into this? My time has not yet come."

MARY: (to the servants) "This is my son. Do what he tells you."

NARRATOR:  Six stone water jars stood nearby. The Jews used water from that kind of jar for special washings to make themselves pure. Each jar could hold 20 to 30 gallons.

JESUS: (to the servants) "Fill the jars with water." 

Jesus Changes Water Into Wine: part II
NARRATOR: So the servants filled the water jars to the top.

JESUS: (to the servants)"Now dip some water out. Take it to the person in charge of the dinner."

NARRATOR:  They did what he said. 9 The person in charge tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He didn't realize where it had come from. But the servants who had brought the water knew.

WINE STEWARD: (to the groom)  "Everyone brings out the best wine first. They bring out the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink. But you have saved the best until now."

NARRATOR: That was the first of Jesus' miraculous signs. He did it at Cana in Galilee.

DISCIPLES:  We truly have seen Jesus’ glory. We can believe in him. 

NARRATOR: After this, Jesus went down to Capernaum. His mother and brothers and disciples went with him.
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